PART

I.

13

individuals, I have no claim to an exemption from the common lot of all innova-
tors ; but mu<t expect that share of reproach which the disappointment of some,
the malevolence of others, the general proneness to suspicion which prevails in the
bulk of mankind, and a difference of opinion even in the most candid, may lay in
store for me. I think it therefore not sufficient to have displayed the motives of
my conduct, and the good which may result from it, but shall proceed to state all
the objections which may be made to it, with my answer to each. Even this pre-
caution is liable to its peculiar objection; to the charge of a consciousness of error
too readily anticipating the imputation of it, and implying its existence; and it
will be said on this, as it has been said on a thousand similar occasions, that the
defects which I have thus supposed must have had some ground for them, or they
would not have occurred as such to myself against an act of my own, nor excited
so uncommon an eagerness to refute them. To this I reply, that there is no pro-
position which the wit of man can devise, which the wit of man cannot find plau-
sible, and perhaps even just, cause to censure, by a false or partial review of it;
and I of all men may be allowed to dread this treatment after having invariably
experienced it in every instance of my public life.

I shall proceed as above to state the objections in one column, and the answers
to them in the opposite.

To the FIRST Article it may be ob-
jected, 1st, That while troubles were ga-
thered and collecting all round us, it
was unsafe and imprudent to lessen our
force in the distant Provinces : 2dly,
That the internal safety of the Nabob
Vizeer's dominions will not admit of
our immediately withdrawing our offi-
cers from his service: Sdly, That
the Temporary Brigade was an addition
to our military strength, and, if reform-
ed, we should become proportionably
weaker: 4thly, That, if drawn into
our own provinces, we shall continue
indeed equal in strength, and perhaps
stronger, but we incur an additional ex-
pence ; and from what funds is this ex-
pence to be defrayed, our revenues in
Bengal being unequal to the expences
already chargeable upon them ?

To these objections I shall reply with
a reference to their numerical order.

1st. This argument was much strong-
er when it was first suggested against the
measure actually depending; when we
were engaged in a war with Mahdajee
Sindia near our own borders; when the
war in the Carnatic wore so unfavour-
able an appearance as to portend the
union of the whole Marattah State, and
other Powers against us; when a sud-
den rebellion had deprived us of every
foot of land in this Province, and the
contagion had involved the whole Pro-
vince of Owd in a similar defection, and
was spreading to the Doaub and Rohil-
cund; and when even our own Province
of Behar was ready for an insurrection*
without any present means of defence.

The injury sustained by individuals These objections I saw and felt in their
withdrawn from the Nabob Vizeer's ser- fullest force; but I knew, or believed I
vice is not likely to be made a public or knew, that with the suppression of the
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rebellion